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A note about soil classifications, permeabilities and wastewater loading rates

Agricultural soil
classification system

. Example: This textural
mix (60%% sand. 30% silt
and 10% clay) is
described as a 'Sandy
LOAR'.
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INDICATIVE PERMEABILITY INDICATIVE LOADING RATE FOR WASTEWATER

More than about 30mm/day

More than about 1 m/day

Between about 0.1 and 1 m/day Between about 12 and 30mm/day

Between about 0.1 and 0.01 m/day Between about 5 and 12mm/day

Between about 1 and 5mm/day

Between about 0.001 and 0.01m/day
Less than about Imm/day

Less than about 0.001m/day

SILT (100%) CLAY (100%)

This permeability diagram is meant to be schematic only. Actual field permeabilities will depend on soil structure and degree of
soil compaction as well as on texture. Permeability measured in the field is the result of the combined effects of these otherwise
difficult-to-assess properties.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_Soil_Classification_System

